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CHAPTER 5—WIRE OR RADIO 
COMMUNICATION 

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Sec. 

151. Purposes of chapter; Federal Communications 

Commission created. 

152. Application of chapter. 

153. Definitions. 

154. Federal Communications Commission. 

(a) Number of commissioners; appoint-

ment. 

(b) Qualifications. 

(c) Terms of office; vacancies. 

(d) Compensation of Commission mem-

bers. 

(e) Principal office; special sessions. 

(f) Employees and assistants; compensa-

tion of members of Field Engineer-

ing and Monitoring Bureau; use of 

amateur volunteers for certain pur-

poses; commercial radio operator 

examinations. 

(g) Expenditures. 

(h) Quorum; seal. 

(i) Duties and powers. 

(j) Conduct of proceedings; hearings. 

(k) Annual reports to Congress. 

(l) Record of reports. 

(m) Publication of reports; admissibility 

as evidence. 

(n) Compensation of appointees. 

(o) Use of communications in safety of 

life and property. 

155. Commission. 

(a) Chairman; duties; vacancy. 

(b) Organization of staff. 

(c) Delegation of functions; exceptions to 

initial orders; force, effect and en-

forcement of orders; administrative 

and judicial review; qualifications 

and compensation of delegates; as-

signment of cases; separation of re-

view and investigative or prosecut-

ing functions; secretary; seal. 

(d) Meetings. 

(e) Managing Director; appointment, 

functions, pay. 

156. Authorization of appropriations. 

157. New technologies and services. 

158. Application fees. 

(a) Assessment and collection. 

(b) Review and adjustment of Schedule 

by Commission; notification to Con-

gress; judicial review. 

(c) Additional application fee; assess-

ment as penalty; amount; dismissal 

of application or other filing. 

(d) Inapplicability of application fees to 

certain radio services; waiver or 

deferment of payment. 

(e) Deposit of moneys in general fund; re-

imbursement of United States for 

administration of chapter. 

(f) Rules and regulations. 

(g) Schedule of Application Fees. 

159. Regulatory fees. 

(a) General authority. 

(b) Establishment and adjustment of reg-

ulatory fees. 

(c) Enforcement. 

(d) Waiver, reduction, and deferment. 

(e) Deposit of collections. 

(f) Regulations. 

(g) Schedule. 

(h) Exceptions. 

(i) Accounting system. 

Sec. 

SUBCHAPTER II—COMMON CARRIERS 

201. Service and charges. 

202. Discriminations and preferences. 

(a) Charges, services, etc. 

(b) Charges or services included. 

(c) Penalty. 

203. Schedules of charges. 

(a) Filing; public display. 

(b) Changes in schedule; discretion of 

Commission to modify require-

ments. 

(c) Overcharges and rebates. 

(d) Rejection or refusal. 

(e) Penalty for violations. 

204. Hearings on new charges; suspension pending 

hearing; refunds; duration of hearing; ap-

peal of order concluding hearing. 

205. Commission authorized to prescribe just and 

reasonable charges; penalties for violations. 

206. Carriers’ liability for damages. 

207. Recovery of damages. 

208. Complaints to Commission; investigations; 

duration of investigation; appeal of order 

concluding investigation. 

209. Orders for payment of money. 

210. Franks and passes; free service to govern-

mental agencies in connection with na-

tional defense. 

211. Contracts of carriers; filing with Commission. 

212. Interlocking directorates; officials dealing in 

securities. 

213. Valuation of property of carrier. 

(a) Hearing. 

(b) Inventory. 

(c) Original cost. 

(d) Easement, license or franchise. 

(e) Improvements; changes in condition. 

(f) Additional information; access to 

records and data. 

(g) State commissions. 

214. Extension of lines or discontinuance of serv-

ice; certificate of public convenience and 

necessity. 

(a) Exceptions; temporary or emergency 

service or discontinuance of service; 

changes in plant, operation or 

equipment. 

(b) Notification of Secretary of Defense, 

Secretary of State, and State Gov-

ernor. 

(c) Approval or disapproval; injunction. 

(d) Order of Commission; hearing; pen-

alty. 

215. Examination of transactions relating to fur-

nishing of services, equipment, etc.; reports 

to Congress. 

(a) Access to records and documents. 

(b) Wire telephone and telegraph serv-

ices. 

(c) Exclusive dealing contracts. 

216. Receivers and trustees; application of chap-

ter. 

217. Agents’ acts and omissions; liability of car-

rier. 

218. Management of business; inquiries by Com-

mission. 

219. Reports by carriers; contents and require-

ments generally. 

220. Accounts, records, and memoranda. 

(a) Forms. 

(b) Depreciation charges. 

(c) Access to information; burden of 

proof. 

(d) Penalty for failure to comply. 

(e) False entry; destruction; penalty. 

(f) Confidentiality of information. 

(g) Use of other forms; alterations in pre-

scribed forms. 


